ALBEDO...: 


ANTHROPOMORPHICS $1.5) 


FIRST REAL ISSUE! 


ON THE EDGE OF CONFEDERATION SPACE, THE SMALL 
rma Felna of the EDF $3022.32 Gece, ex aati 
ENJOYS THE FLOW OF INTERSTELLAR COMMERCE 


OUT TO UNINCORPERATED SYSTEMS, THE FLOW OF 
PENIN S 1 LEPINE REPUBUC SHIPS, WITH HOSTILITIES 
st (8 YEARS AND 50:PARSECS DISTANT, CAUSES 


ISTORY and ART © 1984 STEVE GALIACC LITTLE SERIOUS CONCERN, 


ILR 470, TAX IN WITH AL THIS ‘YEAH, THAT'S— 
ON RAMP 8, Ov! REPUBLICAN. HEY! ILR 470. 
7 ‘ TRAFFIC, You'D 
THINK “THEY'RE 
INVADING — 


THE CARGO (RAFT HALTS, THEN 
SLOWLY JACKS IT SELE UP 
DROPPING ITIS BELLY CARGO 
PALLET, WHICH REVEALS — 


ILR 470, You'Re 
GOING THE WRONG) 
way! [LR 470, Do 
YOU READ ME?! 


ITS AN ASSAULT 1'D NOT TRY CALLING) 
FORCE! QUICK, 


FROM ALL OVER THE SPACE PORT, LEPINE “RELIEF CREWS” 
TURN INTO ASSAULT TROOPS, AND THE VARIOUS CARGOES 
ARE EXPOSED AS THEIR ARMS AND EQUIPMENT, 


FROM THE SPACE PORT, THEY RACE TO THE MATOR CITY OF ANDIS 
WHERE THEY THEN NEUTRALIZE THE SMALL INTERNAL 
SECURITY FORCES THAT ATTEMPT TO OPPOSE THEM. 


THEY DO FIND STIFF RESISTANCE FROM AN 
UNEXPECTED SOURCE — 


THE GALACTIC CONFEDERATION 
ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 


THERE, THE STAFF, MOSTLY E,0.F PERSONELL, HOLD OFF THE INVADERS 
IN ORDER TO RELAY CRITICAL INFORMATION OFF -| 


Rah rene [LEME oe CRA 
Anepe Meesaiaen oy esehars Ane SRA ZS Sorions, 


AND WATCHES THE INTERCEPTOR MISSLES SENT TO 
ELIMINATE 17, 


IT WAITS UNTIL. THE LAST MOMENT To LAUNCH THE 
INTERSTELLAR MESSAGE TORPEDOES THAT STREAK 
“OFF TO DIFFERENT EDF REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS. 


‘After all thasa weeks ovten exercises, 


obYah! A night out on the town with Tavas! 2) | 
‘£0 have him again—hinmm! 


‘Well, at [east (em pi 
for it f SE, 


tts not 
Another y 
exercise! 


TAKE YOUR BAG MAE VE COME TO 
CHANGE YOUR LIFE! 


DOING HERE? 


WELL, T FIGURE THAT NOW TAVAST nia DoYoU Mean 
; a ea 
15 AS GOOD AS ANY FOR NOW, SO WHAT'S WITH THIS 
US TO FORMALIZE OLR RUSH? 

Ze 8 cu 


THIS ISN'T AN EXERCISE DAMN Your 
THE REPUBLIC HAS INVADED PO AAT 


THE WHOLE 
Wing Witk BE: Nf 
HEADING. THE REQUEST, coecIALLY Jc IT | Wi gust GON" WANT TO 
INITIAL TASK FORCE. KEPT YOU OUT OF COMBAT. | [ LOOSE You! / LovE You! 


NO, TAVASI IT's NOT NEEDLESS’ 
LANS! HAVE NEVER. 


AND Your: 
TAKEN WHAT I WANT. INTO 


WHAT'S MORE IMPORTANT, IS 
ACOUNT, 


THAT WE STAY TOGETHER, 
Tye Gov PLANS, FOR, 
BOTH OF St 


Ohz IT'S NOT RIGHT.NOT. 
Wow! Tavas, 17'S —WHAT 
ABOUT YOUR RESPONSIBI 


“and 
ANE You sAi0, WEVE. OT A Good] 
Ai fete Now, aio To Go, 


To MY 5a 
“ruck PLerY OF OT 
Sr ea OUT AND NEEDLESSLY RISK YOURS 


PLOTS HoT FOR 


(7 SERVES NOT ONLY ASA CARRIER AND COMMAND AND 
CONTROL CENTER, BUT AS AN ORBITAL FACTORY AS. WELL, 
PROVIDING TOTAL SUBPORT_FOR ANY FORESEEABLE ACTION. 


HOTZEKTEL] GLAD To, 
SEE YOU MADE IT! 


ONE Po 
2 


[bays A 
eae 


Bases can’ cae 


le let iN a 
Hwtevinrriy conf (zeKouol To. REGionaln 
a ete enmane. FUGHT OFFIC 
PET (oosing Qoet= \PrINA Wick FIL L“IN 
roles ratiled | Y> TEMPORARILY, 


fotzektel_/] 


ihe vaioge bee 
Vion! PORES ANG Ri 


7 tke be fonced 
iw alae 
Herdeavele Os alas 
Fema, now's yoor chance, 
to show ‘em, hah! 4 


THE HUE SHIP BREAKS OUT OF ORBIT, 


JT_WILL TAKE MORE THAN A WEEK OF HEAVY ACCELERATION TO GET 70 A FAVORABLE JUMP POINT, 


THE TIME 1S PRANTKLY SPENT PREPARING 
PLANS, PERSONELL, AND EQUIPMENT FOR 
FOR THE POSSIBILITIES OF COMBAT. 


——— — 
Ang sHE Is RESPECTED AG A FELLOW PILOT, THERE 
WS RELUCTANCE TO ACCEPT ERMA'S NEW ROLE, 

eSeeCiaLy IN LIGHT OF THE PRESENT SITUATION. 


oT AS THEY WORK ON THEIR MISSION SIMO- | [HOWEVER, EVEN THE BEST SIMULATION CANOT 


LATIONS CO-ORDINATION BUILDS CONFIOENCE . | [PREPARE THEM FOR THE THOUGHT OF EXPOSURE 
ITO DEATH, ERMA'S COMBAT EXPERIENCE. HELPS 


HER COUNSEL AND ADVICE. 


[ace ERSELE CRAERAID, ROLATED, SY FERN GLEE ST 
Rienbs ANE pls Mave. wrtl Tavas’ AcTI 
FEELING TERRIBLY ALONE. eh Rett 


Teac RtEASS A 'SHLLGAR Dum ra PERZON (3 AM, INSTANT. FLASH DIOMEN TAMLY UNAIPes Er Lente = 
IMMEDIATLY, A SWARM ‘OF FIGHTERS AND DEFENSIVE. WEAPON: e ONCE DistNGher 
FORM AN ERPANDING® PROTECTIVE SCREEN FOR TENS OF” (BAND BEGIN INDEPENDENT RATES 
THOUSANDS OF KILOMETERS AROUND THE COMMAND SHIP, [BOF DECELERATION, SPREADING THE 
FORMATION ACROSS” MILLIONS OF 
KiomereRs OF SPACE, 


THEY DO NOT SEE THE SWARMS OF VARIOUS SMALL ROBOTS, 
UNDECE LERATED, THEY STREAK TWARD THEIR TARGET AT THOUSANDS OF KILOMETERS PER SECOND. 


Ty TAKES Only A FEW pws To OTNER® ARE 
&. MERELY GUIDED 
TINSSES OF mera 


ARES AM Mont ORee eT TER AnyING PECTIERATION, Serene Tre Uaioe 
STRIKE AND LANDING FORCES ARE RELeAsCD FOR THE FINAL ASEAULT, i? 


APPROACHING THE PLANET, ERMA'S CRAFT SEEMS ALMOST ALONE, THE REPUBLICAN 
DEFENSES INCLUDE NUCLEAR WEAPONS, AND EACH SHIP KEEPS SEPARATED, LEAST A 
SINGLE GLAST ENDANGER SEVERAL VESSELS AT ONCE, : 


JON EVERY SHIP'S 


AND OPSATING® THE MISSION. GOTECTIVES 


THE CONTROLLERS ON THE VLCSV KEEP A CONTINDODS Eve] [EACH UPDATE Js Bl 
PROGRESS, COORDINATING THE ACTION | | COMPUTERS OF EAC 


AS THE FORMATION NEARS, THE FEW POINT 

DEFENSE DNITS OPEN FIRE, ONLY TO GE 

PIN- POINTED AND DESTROYED’ GY ORGITING 
‘SUPPRESSIVE FIRE SHIPS. 


SO SUPPORTED, THE GUNSHIPS AND ASSALLT 


[CRAFT COME IN’ VIRTOALLY UNOPPOSED. 


THE OBTECTIVE= THE CITY OF ANBIS 


[SAME TIME RETURNING FIRE, DESTROYING EACH DEFENDING POSITION AS IT REVEALS IT SELF. 


[THE GOnsnips BEGIN TO CIRCLE, DRAWING FIRE AWAY FROM THE ASSAULT CRAFT, AND =| 


EAC ASSAULT CRAFT FINDS TTS LANDING POINT 

‘4S DIRECTED BY ORBITAL CONTROLLERS, ADTUSTIN 

EXACT PLACEMENT TO MATCH THE [IMMEDIATE 
NEEDS OF THE BATTLEFIELD. 


FROM EACH CRAFT, ASSAULT TEAMS 
ADUANCE TO NEDTRALIZE AND CONTROL. 
THEIR AREAS. 


FR TO, OTT == T 
| <bean ae 
; ee 


Fa tee > 


— = 


Taway, sur au Posty 
"ROYWHERE Too 


ZF 
eS 


HELLO HELLO? 
part Thine > 


FSR amare 
BSc 


[THE SQUAD Moves ON, CAUTIOUSLY SEARCHING] TE THEY FIND MORE THAN 
eve DING FOR PESSIGLE POCKETS THEY CAN HANDLE, ERMA. 
OF RESISTANCE, f AGAIN CALS IN AiR SUPPORT] 


——————— 
| Ee ae aS eS 


NO. LONGER INFLICT DAMAGE, 


DURING THE NIGHT THE 
REPUBLICA 


'BAWER, | THINK THERE'S, 
SOMEONE IN THAT SUILDING. 


Ter act book aust 
ie eae ace ate) 


On HELL! THEY'VE HIT) 
ie ellen ocFiceR!) 


o— 


SHEL SE FINE, Just SOME CRACKED RIGS, 
DON'T THINK THERE'S ANY INTERNALS. 


at's, FLIGHT. 

JOFFICER FELNAP SY 

VeRy IrEResriwe>) 
a 


—TO BE CONTINUED — 


